16. Death - Termination of the Test Period of Human Robot

Death in the life of human beings on this Earth is ordained to terminate the divine
test. It marks the end of one’s test life.
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67:2 (He) who created death and life to test which of you is best in deed. And He is the
Mighty, Oft-Forgiving.

Allah has fixed lifespan for each individual. This means one’s period of testing is
pre-determined by Allah.
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6:2 It is He Who created you from clay and then decreed a term (for you). And there
is with Him another pre-determined term; yet you doubt!
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6:128 The Day He gathers them (humans and jinns) all together (and say): “O assembly

of jinns! You have (misled) many of the human beings.” The (jinn’s) friends among

human beings will say: “Our Lord! We took advantage with each other and we have

reached the end of our term assigned for us by You.” Allah will say: “The Fire is your

dwelling place. You (all) except whom Allah wishes will dwell therein for ever.” Verily
your Lord is Wise, Omniscient.
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40:67 It is He who created you from dust, then from a sperm-drop, then from a leech-

like clot. Then He brings you out (from the womb) as a baby, then you (grow) to attain

your full development and then you become old — (although there are) some among you

who die earlier — and to reach a pre-determined term and that you may think (and
understand).
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63:11 But Allah does not grant respite to any soul when (the end of) its term is reached.
And Allah knows well (all) that you do.

Since lifespan has already been fixed by Allah, death becomes a programmed
phenomenon. It is pre-determined in the biosoftware of the individual (Q. 3:145; 4:78).
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3:145 None can die without Allah’s consent, the term being fixed as by writing.

Whoever desires the reward of this world, We will give it to him; and whoever desires
the reward of the Hereafter, We will give that to him. And We will reward the grateful.
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4:78 Wherever you are, death will find you out, even if you are in forts built strong and

high! If some good befalls them, they will say, “This is from Allah”. But if some bad

happens to them, they will say, “This is from you (i.e., Prophet Muhammad)”. Say: “All
things are from Allah.” What happened to these people? They do not understand a thing!
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Death of a person in the normal course occurs when the END instruction in his
biomemome (nafs) is reached. Deletion of the biomemome from the body cells takes
place then (Q. 6:93). The software is no longer present in the body and the body loses all
its life properties. Death thus terminates one’s test life on Earth.
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6:93 Who is more wicked than the one who fabricates lie about Allah or (who) says, “I
have received message (i.e., wahy from Allah)” when he has received nothing or who
says, “I can reveal the like of what Allah has sent down (i.e., the Quran)”? If you could
see the wicked in their panicky state at death when the angels stretch forth their hands
(saying), “Release your souls (anfus). On the Day (the Day of Judgement) you will be
rewarded the shameful penalty because you were telling untruth about Allah and you
were arrogant towards His revelation (the Quran).”
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6:61 He is the Supreme Authority over His servants and He sends sentinels (to watch)
over you. And when death approaches one of you, Our messengers (angels) takes him
(his soul) and they never fail in their duty.
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32:11 Say: The angel of death put in charge of you will take your (soul at death); then
you will be brought back to your Lord.
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39:42 Allah takes the souls at the time of death; and those who did not die (He takes)
during their sleep. Those on whom He has passed the decree of death, He retains (the
soul), but the rest He sends (back to their bodies) for a term appointed. Verily in that are
signs for people who think.
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6:60 It is He who takes your (soul) in the night and He knows what you do in the day.

Then He wakes you up in it (i.e., in the day) until you complete a prescribed term (i.e.,

one’s life span). Thereafter it is to Him you will return; then He will inform you what you
had been doing (in this life).

Verses 39:42 and 6:60 also mention about taking nafs (biosoftware) of a person during
sleep. However, the verses also subsequently state that the nafs is retained in the body
after sleep till the expiry of lifespan. ‘Taking nafs during sleep’ is not everyday affair.
Therefore the verses effectively convey that the nafs of those whose lifespan is over
during the sleep will only be deleted from the body. The others will have their nafs intact
in the body till the end of their term.

Death is a certainty (Q. 21:35); none can escape it. However, Allah may extend or
shorten the lifespan of a person as He wills (Q. 35:11). Suicide committed by any has to
be treated as an act of his own will as can be inferred from Allah’s instruction not to take
one’s life (Q. 6:151). It is not a pre-determined act.



21:35 Everyone will taste death. We test you by eV|I and by good asa trlal and you will
be brought back to Us.
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35:11 And Allah created you from dust; then from a sperm drop, then He made you
mates. And no female conceives or delivers without His knowledge. No man is granted
extension of life nor is his lifespan shortened except in accordance with (what is given) in
a Record. All that is easy for Allah.
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6:151 Say: “You come; I will tell (you) what your Lord has forbidden to you. (These

are:) Do not associate anything with Him; do good to your parents; do not kill your

children due to poverty — We provide sustenance for you and for them; do not approach

shameful deeds whether open or secret; do not take life, which Allah has made sacred,
without justification. Thus He instructs you about it so that you may think.”

With death the test life of an individual on this earth comes to an end. It appears
that one’s fate whether he will go to Heaven or Hell is also known at the time of death
itself. That means the evaluation of one’s record of test life would also be over at the time
of death. This is evident from verse 6:93 in which mention has been made of the panicky
state in which a wicked person (the rejecter of Faith) will face death. There are also other
verses which imply that evaluation of one’s performance dossier is also completed and
his fate is known at the time of death.
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4:97-98 When angels make those who did wrong to themselves die, they (angels) will
ask: “What (plight) were you in?” They (i.e., the dying persons) would reply: “We were
weak and oppressed on the earth.” They (angels) would say: “Was not the earth of Allah
spacious enough for you to migrate to other places?” Their abode is Hell. What an evil
destination! Except those men, women and children who are (really) weak and oppressed,
who have no means in their power and do not find guidance for a way out.
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7:37 Then who is more wicked than the one who fabricated a lie against Allah or
treated His verses as falsehood? They will get their share from the Record. Thus when
our messengers (angels) arrive and take their (souls at death), they (angels) will ask:
“Where are those whom you used to invoke besides Allah?” They will reply: “They all
had gone away from us.” (Thus) they will bear witness against themselves (to the fact)
that they were unbelievers.
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8:50 If you could see the scene of taking (the souls of) the unbelievers (at death) by the
angels beating their faces and their backs (saying): “You taste the penalty of burning
(Fire)!”
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47:27-28 But how (will it be) when the angels take their souls at death beating their faces
and their backs? That is because they followed what would anger Allah and they hated
Allah’s good pleasure; so He made their deeds futile.
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16:32 (When) the angels take (soul at death) of those who are good, they (the angels)
will tell (them): “Peace be on you. You enter the Garden for what you did.”

These verses reveal that the angels who delete human nafs from the body know whether
the dying person is righteous or wicked. Their questions and behaviour to the dying
person do reflect that. This means evaluation of the performance record stored in human
sadr is programmed to take place at death.

The Quran also reveals that the records of the successful (who will enter Heaven)
will be stored in Illiyyoon (Q. 83:19) and the records of the unsuccessful (who will enter
Hell) will be stored in Sijjeen (Q. 83:7).
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83:6-9 A Day when (the entire) humanity will stand before the Lord of the worlds. Nay,
verily the Record of the wicked is (preserved) in Sijjeen. And how to explain to you what
Sijjeen is? (That is) a Register Numbered.
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83:18-21 Nay, verily the Record of the righteous is (preserved) in Illiyyoon. And how to

explain to you what Illiyyoon is? (That is) a Register Numbered. Those nearest (angels)
witness guard) it.

Illiyyoon and Sijjeen may be thought of as distinct sectors in the divine Memory. Thus it
can be seen that the record of performance of every individual during the test life on
Earth retrieved by the angel at the time of death will be stored in either Illiyyoon or
Sijjeen depending on the success or failure of the individual in the test. It is this record
that is handed over to the individual on the Day of Judgement.



